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Annual Chapter Report

Alpha Beta Epsilon, Pi Sigma Alpha
Department of Political Science
Rhode Island College

600 Mount Pleasant Ave.
Providence, Rl 02908

June 23, 2016

By Michelle Brophy-Baermann, Advisor
(401) 456-8720 mbrophy@ric.edu

PROGRAMMING/NOTABLE ACTIVITIES*

What a difference one motivated officer makes! Over eight years, only one Pi
Sigma Alpha was interested in programming. And then, Lindsey Callahan came
along. Unfortunately, Lindsey wasn't elected President, but she might have well
have been. As Vice President she put so much time and effort into Pi Sigma
Alpha. It was her idea to have the Primary Debate Watch and to make brochures
and flyers. She has even created a brochure for the department that | hope will
come out next year. She did all this while working on her yearlong senior thesis
and graduating in three years! | will briefly describe the programming and notable
activities we witness this year. The best part is that the leadership team for this
year was very much involved in helping bring about the Primary Debate Watch
and they are active on campus. Also, Lindsey left behind all of the work she did,
'so that we can use it in the future. | have very high hopes for next year. It would
be so wonderful if we could see a change in the culture of students in our
department!

e February 11", Primary Debate Watch (campus community). This was a
wonderful event! Lindsey had the idea for this last summer, and she found
others to help sponsor the event (the Political Science Club and Student
Activities). They picked a night that would work for RIC students, and,
though they hoped to have events for both parties, there was never a
convenient Republican debate to schedule around. They bought prizes,
made t-shirts, advertised heavily, had a trivia contest, registered students
to vote and had nearly 50 people from the campus community attend and
participate. This may not seem like much, but for a RIC event, it was a big
deal! In fact, the event was nominated for a STORGY Award (Student
Organization Award) for best co-sponsored event. It lost out to a Festival
of Lights that had about 50 student organization co-sponsors!

e February 13". Lindsey headed to Washington D.C. | was so thrifled that
Lindsey’s paper was accepted to the Undergraduate Research
Conference. | was a little worried that she might get her work ripped apart,



but instead, she got helpful and positive feedback. She had an amazing
time (this was her first time in D.C.). | hope that Nicauris Heredia (our
incoming president) is able to present her honors thesis at next year's
conference.

e March 23 Alumni Luncheon. (open to Alumni and Political Science
Department/students). Pi Sigma Alpha helped sponsor this event by
advertising it and making programs. It was really neat to welcome back
some Pi Sigma Alpha alumni!

e April 13". Annual Induction Luncheon (members only plus a few invited
guests). Treasurer Tina Tavares submitted a grant proposal for $560 to
help fund our annual Induction Luncheon. The luncheon was held in on
April 13th and was a success; most inductees, as well as all four officers,
were able to attend and we inducted an honorary member, Phil West, who
has been involved in ethics reform in Rhode Island for years. You will find
more information about the luncheon in the Chapter Activity Grant Report.

o April 16™. Accepted Students Day (community of accepted students).
Lindsey accompanied the chair of the department and handout out
brochures. She also has ideas for future Accepted Students days (like
handing out pencils and having decorations to make our table stand out).

o Brochures/Fliers (for department and political science students). Lindsey
created a flyer and brochure about the benefits of joining Pi Sigma Alpha.
She put the flyers in the cups for the Primary Debate Watch. All new
inductees received a brochure and they are also available to any student
who walks by our lounge.

e We also had a student apply for a Washington Internship Scholarship.
While she did not receive one, | was very pleased to have a student apply.
| think this is only the second time that has happened at RIC.

FINANCES

The organization is unable to receive regular funds from Student Community
Government due to its exclusive nature and we have no official budget. However,
we decided, while writing our Constitution, to add a ten-dollar "local" fee to the
$30 ($35 as of January, 2010) in dues required by the national office. The ten
dollars per new member allows us to have some funds for programming as well
as the purchase of medallions for our graduating seniors.* This spring, our
Induction Luncheon cost $415.00 ($16 dollars per person for lunch plus
lemonade, water and coffee); 25 people attended this event (including 19
students, four faculty and two honorary members). Fortunately, we once again
received a Chapter Activity Grant (for $490), which covered the entire cost of our
luncheon. We hope that it is okay that we apply $75 left over towards the cost of
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Soliteal Seience
AMnni Lanclleon

Donovan Faculty Center South Dining Room
Wednesday, March 23rd 12:30pm

Join us in a luncheon with Political Science Alumni
and network! Alumni will be willing to speak with
students. There will be graduate students, law students,
lawyers, professionals from non-profit organizations,
and others from the public and private sector.

Thank you to our cosponsors, the Political Science
Club, Pi Sigma Alpha, the Alumni Association and the
Department of Political Science.

Have any questions? Please feel free to contact us via
telephone: (401) 456-8720, or email: mbrophy@ric. edu.

x.!h'_:\\ RHODE 15LAND COLLEGE

\9 ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION
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cups ($72) for the Primary Debate Watch and the printing cost of programs ($21)
for the Alumni Luncheon.

* | will attach a few pictures from Primary Debate Watch as well as the poster, T-
shirt design, and trivia questions Lindsey developed. Additionally, I'm attaching a
the flyer and her program for the Alumni Luncheon, and the idea she had for next
year's Accepted Students Day.

**Our chapter provides graduating seniors with a medallion, but many seniors
also choose to purchase a cord. We charge them $15 for the cord.



SUOO||eq SWIOS /M 2{qe] N0 JO} UBS 3Y) Uo jueydsie
pue Aajuop ay3 32n1s Isnf | “wayl ui s19A)} (Wgxy)
uoaydunj luwnje pue (uZXg) 1Al yolem ajeqap

3] anBY Ud1Ym sawel) 7 Sey Sulawyds Joid 19139
}1q € %00] 9|ge) S,3d9p JNO ew o3 Aep sjuspnis
paidadoe Joy pajuud | sojoyd swos aie 3sayl







_.m._se_.____,_;__a.mue Mmm z=_z= Hﬂm_ﬁ___ E

343K 43151934 : ;
| ni0E L 1-n00-8
310A 01 033151934 LON 01021 834

iS3ZItd ONY VIRIEL

NOILVIDOSSY | &2

INWNTY R

J5aon SIS 3a0ky | SRS m N

‘npou@Aydorqui :ewd 10 07/8-95% (10¥%) Puoyda
BIA ST 122IU0D 01 993) [23] 9SE3|d ssuonsanb Aue saeH

"25U2195 [enod Jo auauniedag
oy pue uoneossy uwnly Ay ‘eydjy ewdis Id ‘Gnid
IPUAIDG TeInIod P ‘s1osuodsed o 03 noA yueyl

-10199s a1eALd pue 27[qnd Syl WoIj SIALI0 pue
‘suoneziuedio 1yoid-uou woij sreuorssajord ‘sioAme]
‘SUIPNIS ME[ ‘SIUSPMIS JJENpeIS 3q [[IM SI9Y] "Siuapms
im yeads o1 Surim 3q M TUWN[Y PHOMISU pUE
[UWINpy 20U9PS [EINI0J YIlm uoRUN] € UY sn uiof

wid(e:7 1 PIET YOI ‘ABPSIUPIm
wWooy SuuI(] YINog I9ud) AInde] ueAouoqd

A




Dear Professors,

On behalf of the Political Science Club, Pi Sigma Alpha, and Student Activities we would like to invite you to
Debate Watch. At Debate Watch we will be streaming the Democratic Primary Debate on February 11t at
8:00pm in the Student Union Room 307. At the beginning of the event, we will be hosting a Voter
Registration Drive and Trivia with several prizes to hand out for any students, staff, or professors to
participate in. Also, we will be giving out T-Shirts prior to the event, and we thought you might be interested
in having one, before we hand them out to the student body. Below you will see the t-shirt design, and if
you would like one please either fill out the form below and you can either email or hand it back to Michelle
Arias or Lindsey Callahan.

We are also asking any professor's teaching lower level classes (200s) to please consider giving your
students an incentive to come to our event. We are trying to revitalize both the Political Science Club and Pi
Sigma Alpha and can only do so if students are willing to participate. As well, we would love to see you all
at this event since the Political Science Department is such a small community, and embracing this will be
key to the success of this event. We want to make this happen next year, but this can only happen if we
have a great turnout!

We hope to hear back from you soon, and to see you all at Debate Watch!

Sincerely,

Michele Arias Lindsey Callahan

President of the Political Science Club Vice President of Pi Sigma Alpha
marias_3250@email.ric.edu lcallahan_2492@email.ric.edu
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